Literary and Creative Ideas to use with Hate at First Bite            Linda Flynn
	Chapter and resources
	Learning Objectives
	Description of Activity

	Before

1) (Ideally get in a visiting speaker and aim to raise funds to support the organisation.)
Chapter 1
2) 
3) A variety of expressive faces cut out from newspapers, internet images and magazines.
Chapter 2

4)

Chapter 3

5) A Thesaurus
Chapter 4
6) Research

Chapter 5

7) Recipe books and cards
Chapter 6

8) Pictures of unusual places to live
9)

Chapter 7

10) Photographs of famous paintings

Chapter 8 

11) 
12)

Chapter 9

13) List of proverbs and popular sayings

14) 

Chapter 10

15) 

16)

Chapter 11

17)  Recorder
After Reading

18)  Venn diagram
19)
20) 
	Research and to gain a background understanding.

Factual reading and writing.
Story writing using personal experience.
Improvisation to write dialogue as a conversation or script.

Predictive skills

A descriptive story

Discursive writing and debating/ factual leaflet/ formal letter writing
Factual writing and planning

Research and factual writing

Descriptive writing

Story writing

Dialogue

Descriptive and contrast writing/ setting the scene
Discussion, interpretation and story writing

Contrast writing

Story planning – twists

Description of character and appearance

Journalistic reporting
Character analysis and comparison

A continuation which follows the literary links and develops them creatively
Book blurb/animation/ reviewing
	Research background information on various dog and cat rescue charities and the work that they do.
It is also fascinating to look into some amazing feats performed by dogs, including those that work as hearing dogs or for the Guide Dogs for the Blind.
Misunderstandings/ First Impressions

Write about a time when you were keen to make the right first impression, (perhaps with a new group of people, an interview or a new school) and it all went horribly wrong.

Or

Someone/ thing taking your place

Begin a story in which everything seems secure and as it should be, until someone or something changes it. This could be the arrival of a new friend, someone overtaking your achievements or a new addition to the home or foster home.

First Encounters

In pairs
Improvise to write a conversation that takes place when two people meet for the first time. Although they try hard to be polite, they keep irritating each other.
Or

Individually choose a picture of a face and write a brief profile of the person, to include: name, age, occupation, character, interests.

In small groups bring the people together and imagine that they are meeting for the first time, possibly in a waiting room (vets, dentists, doctors) or a party. Write a play in which they all try to make polite conversation, but it becomes clear that they will not all like each other. How will it end? Will the first impressions last, or will some surprising friendships be made?

Pick out all the clues of what has happened so far. Look particularly at all of the characters. Write a prediction of what you think will happen in the book.
Or

Using all the clues of what has happened so far, write chapter 3 showing Dude and Plonker’s next adventure.
Wild Weather

Describe a time when you are either trying to escape into, or away from some wild weather conditions. It could be that the weather provides some temporary camouflage, or perhaps the weather itself is the danger and you are trying to escape away from it.

You may find it helpful to use a thesaurus and to think of some interesting personification.

Investigate the issues surrounding performing animals, such as in a circus or a dolphinarium. 

Either produce a factual leaflet presenting your views,

Or

Debate whether it is acceptable to use animal performers as a class.

Or

Write a letter to a newspaper outlining your opinion on an animal issue. Support your arguments with research.

If money were no object, plan and write out your perfect menu. On a separate piece of paper write out the recipes with clear instructions on how to cook the food, the way it should be served and describe the ideal location.
Investigate unusual places to live, such as a canal boat, a tree house or igloo. Look at the conditions, practical considerations and imagine what it would be like to live in a totally different home.
Describe a strange place to hide and the feelings of the person escaping.
Every picture tells a story

In pairs look at a range of famous paintings and discuss what might be the story behind them, then write it. Make sure that you describe the view in the picture.
Continue the conversation between Daisy and Ivy once they return to the lighthouse. Remember that they are wet, in a bad mood and they have temporarily lost sight of the cat and dog

Look at the way that light and shade is used in chapters 6, 7 and 8. 

Begin by writing a list of sinister words for light and shade, such as spear or blade.

Then list gentle and beautiful ways of describing light, such as dappled or flickering.

Write a description of a gentle, relaxing scene bathed in light, then contrast it with a sinister setting with frightening light and shade.

In groups discuss the meaning behind popular proverbs and sayings.
Write a story which uses a proverb as its title and theme.

Describe something or somewhere that seems safe but is actually dangerous, or a person who is not the way that they seem.

As a class discuss books and films where the story appears to move in one direction and then there is a sudden change in the plot.

In pairs plan ideas for a story in which the reader is led to believe that the story will go one way, then it changes and something different happens.

Design a missing poster for Dude or Plonker. Include a picture, with a description of character and appearance.

Or

Write the witness statements from people at the circus, café and harbour who claimed to have had a sighting of Dude and Plonker.

Type out a newspaper article on the arrest of the notorious Daisy and Ivy. Include quotations and interviews from key witnesses as well as the arresting officer P.C. Banks.

Or

Record a radio interview with P.C. Banks as he speaks about his police work and his brave dog, Dude.
Compare and contrast the character of Dude and Plonker, looking at their behaviour, attitudes, likes and dislikes. Using page numbers from the book, write down their similarities inside the intersecting circles. In the outer circles write down their differences, with the top one for Dude and the bottom one for Plonker.

Write a final episode for Dude and Plonker now that they have finally been returned to Robin’s home. Think about the introduction of Caroline to their lives and the possible impact of all the publicity on Dude.

Design a new book cover for Hate at First Bite. Make sure that you write your own blurb for the back cover.

Or

Draw a series of cartoon sketches for one of the most exciting moments in Hate at First Bite.

Or

Write a book review for Hate at First Bite, which may contain illustrations.
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